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BY EMAIL

Cheshire West & Chester Council
Wyvern House
The Drumber
Winsford
Cheshire
CW7 1AH

SK Transport Planning Ltd
Albion Wharf
19 Albion Street
Manchester
M1 5LN
0161 234 6509
sktransport.co.uk
inmail@sktransport.co.uk

30th October 2014
Dear Sir/Madam,
RE: Planning Application 14/04154/FUL – Flood Defence Scheme for Banks of
River Dane and River Weaver, Northwich
SK Transport Planning (SKTP) has been appointed by the River Weaver
Navigation Society (RWNS) to provide traffic and transport comments on the
above planning application submitted to CWaC on the 26th September 2014. At
this stage, and for the reasons laid out in this submission the RWNS are
objecting to the proposals. However, the Society has appointed technical
advisors to identify an alternative scheme, which is reviewed in this
correspondence.
The comments in this letter specifically relate to the proposals for new flood
defences along the eastern bank of the River Weaver, between the Barons Quay
development and the existing buildings that front Watling Street. The flood
defences referred to are shown in yellow on the Environment Agency (EA) site
plan submitted with the application and included in appendix a to this
correspondence. They are referred to as ‘Reach 3’.
Whilst the RNWS are fully supportive of a flood defence scheme for Northwich
they are concerned that the proposals for Weaver Way (as referenced above) fail
to consider the needs of river users, pedestrians and vehicular traffic using
Weaver Way. The site plan confirms that Reach 3 will benefit from:
‘Structural flood proofing of property north of Town Bridge and flood wall with
structural glass panels along existing riverside kerb line of Weaver Way’
Pages 13 and 14 of the submitted Design and Access Statement (DAS) confirms
that the following components of the existing and known future environment
were considered during the design process. These include:
1. Weaver Way provides access to business service areas in Northwich Town
Centre
2. Weaver Way provides riverside views, although there is no footway
(our emphasis)
3. Historic quayside provides boat moorings along Weaver Way; moorings
and quayside are below road height (our emphasis) and access to the
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quay is provided via a set of steps connecting to an area of open space at
the downstream (north) end of Weaver Way
4. At the southern end of the reach, Town Bridge is a nationally listed
building and there are a number of locally listed buildings; 1-3 High
Street; 5-7 High Street; 15/17 High Street; and, 19 High Street
5. Street scene improvements along Weaver Way and the conversion of
Weaver Way from one-way to two-way traffic are proposed as part of the
approved Barons Quay development; the two defences need to tie into
Barons Quay and integrate with the proposed landscaping, and the
footprint of the defences must not encroach into the space earmarked for
two-way traffic under the consented Barons Quay proposal scheme
6. Reach 3 is within the Northwich Town Centre Conservation Area

Our response to each of the design criteria is as follows. The numbering of our
responses follows that of the list above:
1. It is acknowledged that the final scheme proposals need to ensure Weaver
Way is able to provide access to business service areas in Northwich Town
Centre, including the consented Barons Quay development and buildings
which back onto the aforementioned route
2. The Weaver Way is a special and significant route in the town, but is
currently a vehicle-dominated environment located next to the river,
without appropriate footways or street lighting. It is currently an
unattractive location to dwell in, and during the hours of darkness is a
hostile environment. The DAS identifies that there is no footway along this
route.
3. The DAS confirms that the quay provides moorings below road height; this
means that for any pleasure or canal boat user the only way to moor and
walk onto the quay is from the roof of the craft. The level change between
craft and quayside is clearly shown in the plate 3 visualisation from the
DAS, a copy of which is provided below in figure 1.
Note the height difference between the moored canal boat and the quay
and existing wall in this image. The suggested route from the quay side up
to road levels is via a narrow ledge and steps (see photograph 1), and is
considered to be inappropriate as a first arrival point for those arriving to
the town by water.
4. We agree that more should be done to enhance the location; the DAS
highlights that at the southern end of the reach there is the nationally
listed Town Bridge, as well as a number of locally listed buildings.
In our opinion any enhancements to the Weaver Way should look to link
these important heritage assets with the consented development at
Barons Quay. Weaver Way is the ‘missing link’ between these two areas,
and has the potential to form an attractive, vibrant part of the town
between two key nodes that are the subject of improvement works.
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Figure 1: Looking East to Weaver Way and the Flood Defence Proposals
(Note the level change between the canal boat, quay and flood defence
proposals)

Photograph 1: Looking from Weaver Way Street Level North to Quay and
Existing Steps up to Carriageway Level

5. We acknowledge that the scheme looks to offer some street scene
improvements along Weaver Way and that the conversion of Weaver Way
141030/SK21459/MAK/WEAVERWAY

3/7

from one-way to two-way traffic are proposed as part of the approved
Barons Quay development. The point is made that the flood defences must
not encroach into the space earmarked for two-way traffic under the
consented Barons Quay proposal scheme.
Whilst we acknowledge the Council’s position regarding Weaver Way being
used for two-way traffic we also highlight that the expected usage of this
route by vehicular traffic will significantly reduce once the Barons Quay
development is implemented as Weaver Way will be a cul-de-sac service
access as opposed to a through route.
In addition, Weaver Way has historically operated informally as a
carriageway which is 2 metres narrower than circa 7 metres, by virtue of
regular private car parking on the western (river side) side of the
carriageway. Evidence of this parking is shown in photograph 2.

Photograph 2: Looking from Weaver Way Street Level North to Quay and
Existing Steps up to Carriageway Level

The need to maintain two-way vehicular route with a carriageway width of
circa 7 metres is considered a significant over-provision, and provides the
opportunity to reallocate road space on a route which links the recently
implemented public realm at the Bull Ring and the soon-to-be constructed
Barons Quay development.
6. We acknowledge that Reach 3 is within the Northwich Town Centre
Conservation Area, and stress the importance that this planning
application for the flood defences should also consider measures to
enhance the Conservation Area, and bring what could be an attractive
waterfront area back into the town.
The above review confirms that the RNWS is in support of the flood defence
works, but considers there are significant opportunities to further enhance the
Weaver Way.
We note that the Council’s starting position with regard to traffic flow on Weaver
Way is that two-way traffic flow must be retained. As part of the Barons Quay
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development this route will be downgraded from a through route to a service
access cul-de-sac. This means that traffic volumes will reduce from existing
conditions. Traffic associated with the retail and commercial units backing onto
the Weaver Way will still be able to access their parking areas, as well as a
proportion of the new retail units at Barons Quay (including the existing Marks
and Spencer store).
With the closure of this route to through traffic, traffic volumes will be reduced
along Weaver Way. Quite rightly service access will still need to be
accommodated, and the Council’s proposals for Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) to
access Weaver Way via the A559; a shuttle working signal arrangement has
already been installed as part of the Watling Street public realm improvements to
allow HGV traffic to route onto the southern section of Weaver Way whilst exiting
traffic is held at signals on the aforementioned route. This signal arrangement
ensures that service vehicles can pass through the ninety-degree bend at the
southern section of Weaver Way without conflict.
It is important to note that the RNWS proposals put forward in this
correspondence require no changes to this shuttle working signal arrangement, or
any requirement to downgrade Weaver Way to a one-way route. The proposals
simply look to reallocate roadspace on what could already be considered an
excessively wide trafficked route to improve access for pedestrians and the
mobility impaired, whilst also delivering an improved mooring facility for river
users as well as the flood defence scheme as proposed in the planning
application.
The scheme as proposed (which is presented in appendix b) delivers:
•
•

•
•
•

•

the flood defence scheme, as presented in the planning application
a 2 metre wide footway on the western (river side) of Weaver Way, to
allow pedestrians from the Barons Quay development to walk to Watling
Street
a 5.5m wide carriageway, wide enough for two HGV’s to pass without
conflict along this designated service access
retention of vehicular access to the rear of all the retail/commercial units
backing onto Weaver Way
a dedicated pontoon for pleasure craft to moor against, which by virtue of
its design will allow DDA compliant access from the pontoon up to the
quay and then through the flood defence onto a DDA compliant footway
a retained 50m of quayside for commercial traffic on the river to moor
against on those occasions when it is required

The scheme as shown not only maintains the two-way vehicular traffic as
required by the Council, but it also joins the Bull Ring public realm works with the
Barons Quay development. A 2-metre footway (with bollards) will provide a safe,
segregated link between these two areas, as well as providing appropriate
separation distances between vehicular traffic and the flood defence scheme.
This arrangement is similar to the recently implemented flood defence scheme in
Keswick referenced in the D&A statement. The Keswick scheme benefits from a
standard width footway separating vehicular traffic from the flood defences.
From the river users perspective a pontoon facility which rises/falls with the river
height, coupled with ramped access up to a new at-grade access onto the
proposed footway will address all the level issues highlighted with the
existing/proposed arrangements. Space has been retained at the northern end of
the quay for commercial traffic needing to berth on the waterfront.
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An artist’s impression of the RNWS proposals can be found in appendix c, and in
figure 2. Note that the drawing shows the scheme’s ability to deliver an
attractive waterfront environment, but at the same time deliver the flood defence
scheme and vehicular traffic requirements stipulated by the Council. The ability to
incorporate street lighting within the scheme will further enhance the area,
making Weaver Way an attractive place to dwell, as opposed to its current
position as a vehicle-dominated environment.

Figure 2: Artist’s Impression of the RWNS Scheme for Weaver Way

In summary the RWNS are in support of the applicant’s proposals to deliver flood
defences for the town. However, there are considerable opportunities to deliver
significant improvements on Weaver Way to not only deliver the flood defences,
but to also create an attractive waterside environment, deliver a new segregated
footway to link Barons Quay with the Bull Ring and maintain vehicular access for
service vehicles. The downgrading of Weaver Way to a cul-de-sac service access
will reduce traffic flow on this route, giving opportunities to reallocate road space
to pedestrians and allow a new mooring facility, and appropriate access to it, to
be delivered.
We hope that these comments, and the design work prepared to date encourages
officers to review the submission prepared by the Environment Agency and
request that further work is undertaken to incorporate the suggested design
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elements. The group will be pleased to work with the Council and other parties to
agree a scheme, and that allows the RWNS to lift its objection to the proposals.
We look forward to your response to this letter, and trust that our technical
points will be given due consideration when evaluating the planning application.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Kitching
SK Transport Planning Ltd
Enc:

Appendix A – EA Flood Defence Site Plan
Appendix B - SKTP General Arrangement Scheme Drawings
Appendix C - Artist’s Impression of RWNS Proposals
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APPENDIX A

APPENDIX B

APPENDIX C

