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Welcome to you all at Winnington, situated here in the very heartland of this fascinating river.

So here is my report on our activities in 2016, to record our worries, aims and achievements and to 
seek your support for our current activities

I wish to start by looking at our own internal administration. Our concern is that we should try to 
keep you, our members, better informed of what we are doing. John Hulme, our Treasurer and 
Membership Secretary, and also our Webmaster, maintains a very efficient and assiduously 
updated website, but do you all log on frequently as often we need to notify you positively of new 
events. Weaver News, our Magazine, is time consuming to produce and expensive to print and 
distribute, with a normal circulation to only our 100 or so members. Special editions to spread a 
message to the public, as we have available here, are a worthwhile venture, but we hope to 
provide more talks and social events in the near future to encourage members involvement.

I should also consider my own position as Chairman, I have now held this position for eight years 
and perhaps a different approach may now be more desirable. I am incredibly fortunate to have the 
support of a very enthusiastic and highly competent committee, so I do not feel too guilty of having 
occupied this seat for this length of time, as our committee's keen involvement does, I hope, 
absolutely ensure  that our activities are the result of unified and well considered  decisions.

It would therefore be appropriate for me to emphasise again, here, now, my gratitude for my 
committee members tremendous support. As an example, we normally have about 20 meetings a 
year with Winsford Town Council alone, and at each of these we have three or four  members 
present - and that is just the tip of the iceberg! We have a presence on many other committees as 
well, and, we also make things happen!

Now, to headline progress on our most prestigious project. This is to achieve a waterways 
connection between the head of our navigable river, in the Winsford Bottom Flash, and the 
Shropshire Union Canal's Middlewich Branch. This canal, as you all know, actually crosses above 
the Weaver on an aqueduct near the Winsford Top Flash. We now have acknowledgement from 
Richard Parry, Chief Executive of C&RT, that  we have their support for us to continue with our 
efforts to produce an acceptable feasibility study for all aspects of this scheme. Our proposals will 
also be incorporated into the Mid Cheshire Waterways Strategy, a new initiative created by our 
currently elected CW&C Council. A study was undertaken some years ago by British Waterways,  
the Jacobs Report, and this has provided background information upon which Colin Edmondson 
has completed much further considerable design and research to explore the many benefits that 
would accrue from such a connection. We are now seeking further funding to advance this project 
in greater detail.

I must again, this year, emphasise the efforts that Winsford Town Council are making to focus 
attention on their top section of the river, as they realise what an asset they have and its 
tremendous potential benefit to the town.
The basin in the bottom flash is still undergoing improvement and we were able to offer short, free 
boat trips at our annual Salt Fair Regatta in September, when a passenger craft from Claymore 
Navigation undertook the journey from Preston Brook to offer this facility on both days of the 
Regatta, enabling residents to admire their river. I must record our tremendous gratitude to 
Claymore Navigation for having provided this service, entirely at their own expense. 

We also supported our Local YMCA organisation in arranging for Timothy West, unfortunately 
without Prunella, to visit the Anderton Lift and then proceed upriver to a formal unveiling ceremony 
on the Winsford Flash Island site of their Basin. About 12 craft proceeded in close convoy from 
Vale Royal Locks to Winsford, where the ceremony took place, with the Town Mayor  Ailsa Gaskill- 



Jones, hosting the proceedings. It was an enjoyable function that emphasised the pleasures the 
river can offer.

I must again also thank Wendy Capelle and her C&RT team for their donation of a lock gate top 
section to symbolise the ceremony and their unstinting support in ensuring these celebrations  
operate faultlessly.

It should be recorded that the Daniel Adamson, a MSC newly restored steam tug, made its first 
transit on the Weaver to Acton Bridge. Though we had no direct involvement it is pleasing to note 
that it will be making four transits from Ellesmere Port to ANDERTON in 2017, together with a 
repeat transit to Acton Bridge. It does enable the general public to experience the cruising delights 
of the Weaver from a large high decked craft.

Northwich Rotary Club have adopted the river bankside along Lock Street in Northwich, largely due 
to the persuasion of some of our Committee members. The effects of some of the clearance along 
this stretch can already clearly be seen,  this being accomplished by voluntary work  contributed by 
Northwich Rotary Club and our Society members, most ably and willingly encouraged by 
supervisory staff provided by C&RT. This work is, in part, being undertaken to facilitate a Rotary 
Club Regatta involving rowing, Dragon Boat Racing and other activities, to be held in Northwich on 
11/13th August, supported by Northwich Rowing Club and ourselves.

We have continued to make a contribution to the Northwich Neighbourhood Plan, now nearing 
completion, which will impose planning guidelines on all land located within the remit of Northwich 
Town Council. It is hoped that it will finally be approved and available for referendum for Northwich 
residents before the end of 2017. 

We also contacted Frodsham Town Council, to encourage them to become more aware of their 
river potential, and have had a preliminary response, which will need our further attention.

We were delighted to see the appearance of new pontoon moorings at Anderton at mid-summer.
These are a very much needed facility and full marks to our local North Wales and Border Counties 
Region of C&RT for being prepared to fund and install them. We did take immediate advantage of 
them as a Society, by arranging an impromptu mini rally amongst our members as soon as they 
were completed - and an enjoyable weekend was had by all.

Mention should also be made of the commencement of the demolition of Wallerscote Quay. It is 
having a great effect on the appearance of this section of the river, and obviously its continuing 
disuse and neglect meant action was necessary. It is however, regrettable that the best commercial 
wharf on the river will seemingly be put to other uses, and it is really most distressing to note that 
the world's FIRST polythene production plant, which was discovered here in Northwich, has 
disappeared with it as well.

It is also most worrying to observe the huge expansion of the various housing estates around 
Winnington, with no news, at least in the public domain, of how the burgeoning congestion on 
Winnington Bridge is to be tackled. The existing bridge is over 100 years old, and a scheduled 
monument, so the obvious solution would seem to be a second swing bridge alongside the existing 
one. It is surely way beyond the time when our planners, paid for by us, the ratepayers, took time 
out from approving yet more housing applications and addressed the growing frustration they are 
creating for the local population who pay their wages!

I cannot ignore in my report the highly emotive subject of the Barons Quay development now 
approaching completion. Though its concept dates back over five years, we have, since its 
inception, been most critical of this development, and how the assets of the river have been totally 
disregarded  since responsibility for the Northwich regeneration passed to our then, newly created 
Cheshire West and Chester Council.



We opposed the siting of the new Memorial Court, stating that any replacement of the old Memorial 
Hall should be located adjacent to the Weaver and be part of the Barons Quay complex, to 
generate greater footfall in the town Centre and increase its attraction to users, but our protests 
were ignored.

When we learned of the appointment of Broadway Malyan as the Barons Quay development 
architects, we arranged a cruise along the river for their senior staff, explained the tremendous 
bonus of a deep water and wide river frontage, and armed them with illustrations of successful river 
frontages in other towns, to help them with their designs.

We then produced some proposals and sketches showing the river frontage as a vibrant area with  
promenades and a new pedestrian/cyclist swing bridge to open up both banks of our river frontage 
for pedestrian use and waterfront activities. 

When we saw, and were dismayed by, the Broadway Malyan  proposals, we issued a  searching 
questionnaire to be completed by any interested party and we received nearly 500 responses 
largely supporting the features we highlighted and thought desirable for the town. 

These responses were summarised and presented to the previous Cheshire West and Chester 
Council, and we were informed that if our suggestions were to be further studied then no 
development would take place for a further four years, so they would be disregarded.

I could also relate in great detail the discussions we have had with the Department of the 
Environment over the new flood protection system now in situ in Northwich, which, in our view, has 
further damaged the attraction of the town, when other measures could have been adopted with 
fewer disadvantages.

I say none of this with any pleasure, as it illustrates how our opinions have been ignored, despite 
having a highly qualified and unbiased skilled committee devoted to benefitting the community. 

This contrasts with the consultation to which we were invited to contribute, by British Waterways, 
as it then was, for the Hayhurst Quay Development. Our suggestions were incorporated, we 
believe all are delighted with the result, and, incidentally, no public funds were needed!!

Barons Quay is in imminent danger of failing if the opinion of pension fund investment advisors is 
to be believed. One opportunity of increasing the footfall by locating the new Memorial Hall within 
its curtilage has been lost. What is needed is another incentive to attract the local community and 
tourists to the town and the river still has that potential. Waterfront and waterside activities are 
essential, Northwich still needs to become a desirable destination and its unexplored assets can be 
developed and still make it so.

Our new CW&C council are approaching our local waterways with a much more positive attitude, 
and we are currently helping in the preparation of the previously mentioned new Mid Cheshire 
Waterways Strategy, which will highlight the fascinating collection of significant waterways we have 
in Cheshire, and will explore the ways in which maximum benefit can be extracted from them.

Our own view is that the River Weaver, the Trent and Mersey Canal, the Runcorn Branch of the 
Bridgewater Canal, and the Shropshire Union should all be integrated into one overall concept to 
produce a highly enhanced and more attractive SERIES of, "Cheshire Rings," that would 
necessarily incorporate our Winsford Inclined Plane and the, now achievable, restoration of the 
Runcorn Flight of Locks, when the new Runcorn Bridge opens.

The Weaver can be likened to the upper Thames with its riverside towns like Pangbourne, Marlow, 
Eton and Henley as it is of similar dimensions and similarly attractive. It also has the major 
conurbations of Manchester and Merseyside close by, with potential visitors seeking waterside 
pleasures 



What it does NOT have YET are at least some of the multiple attractions that the Upper Thames 
offers, which helps bring such prosperity to the Thames Valley.. WE ARE STRIVING TO REVERSE 
THIS SITUATION AND PROVIDE THE WEAVER WITH A NEW USEFULNESS THAT WILL BRING 
GREATER PROSPERITY TO OUR COUNTY. AND ITS RESIDENTS.


